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1. Introduction 
This is a report of the excavations at Strákatangi in Strandasýsla in 2007. Continuous 

excavations since 2005 have revealed extensive remains from foreign whalers in the area. 

The remains of four structures are visible at the Strákatangi site, three of them are 
clustered together and the fourth at some distance from the main cluster. The structures 
that have been excavated from 2005 are tryworks and a large building consisting of three 
rooms. 

This report is not the final discussion about the research as the excavation is ongoing. 
The main aim of the report is to present the data in such a way that it be accessible to 
both scholars and laymen and give a detailed description of all elements of the project. 
The analysis of the data is still in progress and it is understood that the reader will not 
publish any of the material contained herein without the permission of Náttúrustofa 
Vestfjarða, Strandagaldur ses., and the authors. 

2. Aims and Methods 
The aim of the 2007 season was as before to excavate the physical remains left behind 

by foreign whalers at Strákatangi. The focus of the excavation was a large structure, 
consisting of three rooms, that was situated between the tryworks on the south side and 
an unknown structure on the north side. 

The methodology of the excavations at Strákatangi is the so called open area 
excavation and single context recording. This method has been used now for over 10 
years on various sites in the North Atlantic and has proved an excellent method of 
excavating both structures and midden sites (Edvardsson, Ragnar, 2004). 

With this method a large area is opened, preferably an area of a 10 x 10 meters and 
each archaeological unit (context), i.e. deposits, cuts, structures, etc., are excavated in a 
reversed order, starting with the youngest. All units are cleaned, photographed, planned, 
and finally removed. The whole area is excavated at the same time, which gives the 
archaeologists a view of all phases of the site until the whole area is excavated to the 
undisturbed phase before occupation. Ideally all archaeological units are removed, i.e. 
structures, midden deposits, and other units and at the end of excavation nothing remains 
except the soil prior to occupation of the site. This gives a complete understanding of the 
history of the site and any changes it has gone through. 

In the case of the excavation at Strákatangi, no large structural elements were removed, 
i.e. walls, as the plan is to make the site accessible to tourists after the completion of the 
excavation.   

 It is important in order to gain full understanding of any archaeological site that 
everything prior to the excavation at hand is treated as part of the archaeology and 
therefore the earlier archaeological trenches at Strákatangi were recorded in the same 
manner as any other archaeological deposit. 

All deposits were sieved with a 4mm mesh to collect bones, wood and artifacts. 
Control samples were taken from all deposits and those deposits that were thought to be 
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rich in organic material were sampled in more detail. Each sample was collected in a 5 
liter bag. A total sample of all floors was also collected during the 2007 season. 

3. The Excavation of Structure b at Strákatangi 
The excavation at Strákatangi was from the 1st of June to the 6th of July 2007. The 

excavation team consisted of Ragnar Edvardsson, Caroline Paulsen, Magnús Rafnsson, 
Hrönn Magnúsardóttir, Óskar Leifur Arnarson and Konráð Hentze Úlfarsson 

The excavated area was approximately 116 square meters and the whole structure b 
was included within the trench. The grid system from the 2006 excavations was extended 
to the north, including the whole of sturcture B. A temporary bench mark was created  on 
the shoreline which later was measured in accurate meters above sea level. 

3.1 Description of Archaeological units 
Unit 1. A surface deposit recorded everywhere on site. Consisting of turf and roots. 

Unit 2. A black organic deposit recorded inside the building. Similar to unit 3 but this 
deposit was rich in small slag pieces (smiting slag). 

Unit 3. A black organic deposit recorded outside the building. Mixed in with this 
deposit were organic elements (blubber) and small burned bones. It probably represents 
waste material connected with the tryworks south of the building (Similar deposits were 
recorded during the 2006 season). 

Unit 4. A cut feature, 2 x 4 meters. The archaeological test trench excavated in 2005. 

Unit 5. A cut feature. A group of four main- and  few smaller cuts. These are modern 
disturbance. The largest one is in the north part, cut directly through the north wall and 
was probably dug as a rubbish pit. Two are situated on the north wall of the smithy and 
were probably dug for fence posts. The last is on the eastern part, possibly also a fence 
post. 

Unit 6. Mixed deposit in room a. This deposit is a mix of windblown soil and turf 
material. It formed after the abandonment of the structure and consists partially of 
collapse material from the walls. 

Unit 7. A cut feature. In the south-eastern corner of room a, two intersecting circular 
cuts were recorded. These cuts represent modern disturbance and were possibly dug for 
rubbish. 

Unit 8.  Aeolian deposit outside room b. This windblown material accumulated outside 
the structure post abandonment. Same phase as unit 6. 

Unit 9. Mixed deposit in room b. Same as unit 6 and consist of windblown soil and 
collapsed turf material. Upper infill. 

Unit 10.  Sandy deposit in room b. Isolated sandy patch just outside the oven in room 
b. Possibly an isolated sandy patch within the windblown soil. Fill in a robber trench 
possibly excavated to extract bricks from the oven.  
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Unit 11. Sandy deposit in room b. This deposit was recorded just outside the oven in 
room b. Similar feature as no. 10. 

Unit 12.  Mixed sandy, brick deposit. This deposit is part of the collapse of the oven in 
room b. It is heavily mixed with sandy deposit and small brick fragments. In some areas 
cleaner grey deposit is visible which is the joint filler still in situ. 

Unit 13.  Mixed deposit in room b. Lower fill mixed windblown material and turf 
fragment from collapsed walls. 

Unit 14. Cut feature in room b. A robber trench. 

Unit 15. Cut feature in room b. A robber trench. 

Unit 16. Mixed turf deposit in room b. Collapsed material from south wall. 

Unit 17. Black to grey deposit in room a. Upper floor in room a. The floor was divided 
into two main parts, upper and lower as there was a clear distinction between these two 
floor layers. It was recorded that the floor was in lenses with sandy deposits between the 
floor lenses. The lenses were so thin that it was impossible to excavate them separately. 

Unit 18. Thick black organic deposit in room a. This deposit was isolated and is 
probably not part of the floor but some organic material. Dump. 

Unit 19. Black to grey deposit in room a. Lower floor in room a. 

Unit 20. Mixed material in room c. A deposit of turf, soil, and sand, probably collapse 
from the area around the furnace in the north east corner. 

Unit 21. Circular deposit in room a. The hearth in room a. The hearth is circular with a 
radius of 1 m. The hearth deposit consists of various ashes, charcoal, and wood. The 
deposit within the hearth has a reddish hue due to the number of burned bricks lying in it. 

Unit 22. Bricks room c. A pile of burned bricks that are probably collapse from the 
furnace in this room. 

Unit 23. Mixed material in the entrance to room a. Mixed turf and windblown material, 
probably the same as unit 6. 

Unit 24.  Gavel infill of a rectangular pit. This pit seems to be isolated and not in 
connection with any of the nearby structural features. Unknown function. 

Unit 25. Group of deposits within room c. These deposits are various but probably are 
dumps of material within the smithy. 

Unit 26. Brick furnace in room c. Furnace for working iron. The furnace is made of 
bricks and was situated in the north east corner of the room. Little remained of it except 
the lowest part. All bricks show intense burning. 

Unit 27. Brick structure in room c. Undefined structure. This structure could also be 
collapsed material from the furnace. 

Unit 28. Fill for a pit in the center of room c. This feature is probably the remains of a 
small furnace to work iron. Slag were recorded in the bottom of this pit. 

Unit 29.  Fill for a pit in room c (west of unit 29). This feature is probably the remains 
of a small furnace to work iron. Slag was recorded in the bottom of this pit. 
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Unit 30. Fill in a posthole in the north-west part of the smithy. Small posthole and not 
dug very deep, unlikely that they carried anything heavier than a tent. 

Unit 31. Fill in a posthole in the west part of the smithy. Small posthole and not dug 
very deep, unlikely that they carried anything heavier than a tent. 

Unit 32. Fill in a posthole in the south west part of the smithy. Small posthole and not 
dug very deep, unlikely that they carried anything heavier than a tent. 

Unit 33. Floor deposit in room c. This deposit was black, mixed with charcoal, sand, 
and slag fragments. 

Unit 34. Cut feature. Cut for circular hearth [21] in room a. 

Unit 35. Cut feature. Cut for an iron working furnace [29] in room c. 

Unit 36.  Cut for a small pit in room c [28]. 

Unit 37.  Deposit in room c. Block of turf built up underneath the brick furnace in 
room c. Platform for furnace. 

Unit 38. Cut feature. Cut for the unidentified brick structure in room c [27]. 

Unit 39. Walls south of room a. Windbreaker walls. 

Unit 40. Cut feature (group). All postholes in room a. 

Unit 41. Cut feature (group). All postholes in room c. 

Unit 42. Structural feature. Walls in room c. 

Unit 43. Structural feature. Walls in rooms a and b, not including the divisional wall. 
All walls are built up material, mix of turf and soil. Not regular turf-walls. 

Unit 44. Structural feature. Divisional wall between rooms a and b. Regular turf wall, 
with a stone foundation and strengur turf. 

Unit 45. Collapsed bricks. Collapse from the furnace in room b. 

Unit 46. Unidentified feature. Pile of bricks in south end of room b. 

Unit 47. Subsoil. Natural. 

Unit 48. Room b. All units relating to room b grouped together. 

Unit 49. Room c. All units relating to room c grouped together. 

Unit 50. Room a. All units relating to room a grouped together. 

3.2 Room a. Habitation (group 50). 
Structure A consists of three rooms and the largest lies to the southeast. This room is 

approximately 5 x 5 meters with an entrance on the south side. During the excavation this 
room was labeled room a to distinguish it from the other rooms. 

The walls [43] of this room became immediately visible after the removal of topsoil 
[1]. The inside of the room was filled with a deposit that consisted of mixed material, turf 
collapse and Aeolian deposit [6]. Similar deposit was recorded on the outside of the room 
but these deposits were not connected over the walls [8]. 
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A number of modern disturbances were recorded in a few places. An archaeological 
test trench [4] had been excavated in 2005 on the inside of the room, in the south east part 
(Ragnar Edvardsson, 2005). This  trench was 2 x 4 meters and had been excavated down 
to the subsoil. In the south east corner of the room two inter cutting pits [7] had been 
excavated. These pits had been excavated through all cultural deposits and into the 
subsoil. The pits had also been recorded during the excavation in 2005 and are probably 
rubbish pits dug by the Hveravík farmer as a fair amount of modern rubbish was recorded 
in them.  

After the removal of the mixed deposit on the inside of the room a black/grey, sandy 
deposit became visible [17], [19]. This deposit extended over the whole inside of the 
building and it reached up to the walls on all sides. This deposit was the floor in room a, 
and was recorded and excavated in two main layers, upper and lower. However, it was 
clear, as was recorded in 2005, that the floor was in lenses but these lenses were so 
microscopic that they could not be excavated individually. Between the floor lenses were 
sandy lenses. A single black/grey deposit [18] was recorded that probably is not part of 
the floor but is a dump of mixed material. 

Alongside all walls on the inside circular negative features were recorded that cut 
through the floor into the undisturbed subsoil. These features were postholes [40] that 
were 10 – 20 cm in diameter. 

In the center of the room a circular feature was recorded about 1 meter in diameter. 
This feature consisted of a mixed deposit, bricks, charcoal and wood ashes and was the 
remains of a hearth [21], [34]. 

At this point all cultural layers had been removed from room a, exposing an 
undisturbed sand deposit inside the building. All walls of this building were not removed 
but left standing in situ.   

3.3 Room b. Kitchen (Group 48) 
North of room a was a smaller room, 4 x 3 meters. The outside walls [43] of this room 

were built in a similar fashion as in room a, but a wall divided rooms a and b that had 
been built in a different fashion. This wall had a foundation of stone but the actual wall 
was built with ‘strengur’ turf [44]. 

After the removal of topsoil a similar deposit [9] was recorded inside room b as had 
been recorded in room a, mixed deposit of turf and aeolian soil [6]. This infill was 
recorded in two parts, upper and lower, as there was a visible difference between them. 
The lower [13] infill was more mixed with sand and turf than the upper. Part of the south 
wall had also collapsed as a single block and was recorded as separate deposit [16].  

   Post abandonment disturbances were recorded in this room especially in the west part 
of the room, where a number of small holes had been dug [10], [11], [14], [15]. These 
deposits were not visible from the surface but they had been dug through the mixed 
deposit [6] that filled the inside of room b. It is probable that these holes had been 
excavated for the extraction of bricks from the oven. One large modern disturbance was 
also recorded, a large oval pit dug into the wall on the north side [5]. The large pit was 
probably a rubbish pit excavated by the Hveravík farmer. 
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After the removal of the infill a large oven made of bricks was recorded in the north-
west quadrant of room b. This structure was rectangular in shape and the south-east part 
of it extended further to the south. All the bricks in the furnace showed clear indication of 
heat and burning. Mixed in between the bricks of the oven and outside it was a sandy, 
clayish deposit [12] that is the remains of the joint filler that had been used between the 
bricks in the oven. 

At this point in the excavation it was late in the season. It was decided to stop the 
excavation in room b before the floor deposits were exposed and continue in the 2008 
season. 

3.4. Room c. The Smithy (Group 49) 
Room c was east of room a and was approximately 3 x 3 meters in diameter. The room 

was connected to room a, but no access was from room c to a. An entrance into room c 
was on the south side. The walls [42] of this room were different as they were much 
thinner than any of the other walls, only about 60 cm. 

It became clear after the removal of topsoil that room c had sustained some damage 
from post abandonment disturbance. In four places small cuts were recorded, one on the 
southwest wall, two in the northwest wall and one in the northeast wall [5]. All were 
probably made for fence posts and could very well be 20th century activity. 

In the north part on the inside of the room a large pile of mixed material was recorded. 
This pile was mostly composed of slag with a mix of turf between the slag lumps [2]. 
This deposit is probably waste from the main furnace in the main smithy. 

Several deposits [25] were recorded inside room c that probably were dumps of 
materials inside the smithy. These deposits were a mix of slag, bricks, ash, and soil. 

In the northeast part of the room a rectangular furnace was recorded [26]. This furnace 
had been made of bricks but it was in an advanced state of collapse and all the bricks 
within this structure showed markings of intense heat. All around the furnace was a 
mixed deposit of sand, bricks, and grey clay that was collapsed material from the furnace 
[20], [22]. After the large brick furnace had been removed a rectangular platform [37] 
was recorded. This platform was made of turf and earth, and the brick furnace had been 
built on top of it. Just south of the large brick furnace a small structure was recorded [27], 
[38] that consisted of burned brick fragments. It looked like this structure had been dug 
into the structure, but not much remained of it so it is impossible to determine its 
function. 

Several pits had been dug into the floor inside room c and all are probably connected 
with iron working. These pits are the remains of smaller furnaces as slag was recorded in 
the bottom of all of them [28], [29], [35], [36]. One pit was rectangular in shape but it 
was impossible to identify the function of this particular pit as nothing but gravel was 
recorded within it [24]. 

Few postholes [30], [31], [32], [41] were recorded in room c but they were all in the 
north part of the room and none were recorded by neither by the west nor the south walls. 
However, pits had been dug into both the south- and northwest corners after the 
abandonment of the room, making it impossible to see if any postholes had been in those 
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areas. All postholes were small, with a diameter of 5 – 10cm and only dug about 10cm 
into the subsoil. 

The floor [33] in room c was similar to the floor in room b, black/grey, but it included a 
high amount of slag and charcoal fragments. The floor was recorded everywhere within 
the room except for the area where the large furnace stood. 

3.5 The entrance to room a and deposits outside the structure 
An entrance into room a was recorded on the south side of the building. Similar mixed 

deposit [23] filled the entrance as had been recorded everywhere. On the east and south 
side of the entrance, small walls had been constructed that formed a shelter for the actual 
entrance, a sort of a windbreaker [39]. In the entrance and in the area between the south 
wall and the windbreaker walls, was a black/grey deposit that was recorded as the same 
as the floor inside room a.  Once outside the walls this deposit changed in color and 
composition and became more black and organic [3]. This deposit was recorded 
everywhere outside the buildings, immediately underneath the mixed windblown 
material. Even though no real distinction was clear between the floor inside a and this 
outside deposit, except the color and composition changes, they were recorded separately 
as each represents activity inside and outside the building. They, however, both belong to 
the same occupational phase. 

3.6 Finds 
The number of finds during the 2007 season were 302 recorded numbers, bringing the 

total number of finds from all seasons to 452 finds numbers . Of the 302 finds 127 (42%) 
were made of iron, 156 (52%) ceramics, 2 (0.5%) of copper alloys, 3 (1%) of flint, glass 
5 (1.7%), lead 1 (0.3%), organic 1 (0.3%), stone 2 (0.5%) and unknown 5 (1.7%). The 
largest number of finds in this assemblage are those made of iron and ceramics. 

When the finds are divided by units then 3 finds are unstratified (0.9%), 11 are from 
unit 1 (4.0%), 23 from unit 2 (8%), 12 from unit 3 (4%), 2 from unit 4 (0.7%), 35 from 
unit 6 (12%), 12 from unit 8 (4%), 1 from unit 12 (4.0%), 3 from unit 13 (0.9%), 1 from 
unit 17 (0.2%), 1 from unit 18 (0.2%), 163 from unit 19 (54%), 2 from unit 20 (0.7%), 18 
from 21 (6%), 4 from 22 (1%), 1 from 23 (4%) and 10 from 33 (3%). More than half of 
all finds recorded came from unit 19, the floor in room a. 

Tobacco pipes 

The largest part of the finds consist of tobacco pipes made of ceramics (clay pipes). 
This is consistent with the test excavation in 2005, where the largest part of the finds 
assemblage for the 2005 season were tobacco pipes.  

Of the total ceramic assemblage 126 finds were clay pipe fragments, 86 of them were 
stems and 40 were bowl fragments. Of the 40 bowl fragments, 8 where whole bowls with 
parts of the stem still attached. All whole pipes, with the exception of 2 were not 
decorated and all are of the earliest types of tobacco pipes, from the early 17th century. 
The two decorated bowls were in the form of a human head and the face was turned 
towards the smoker. These pipes are of a type known as Sr. Walter Raleigh and the 
crocodile and were popular among mariners in the period between 1630 and 1650 (Deco).  
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One pipe bowl was flawed as a result of a mistake during manufacture. Another 
undecorated bowl had the heel mark DA which dates to the early to middle 17th century. 

Most of the stem fragments were small and undecorated but a number of them had 
decorations. All decorations were floral designs as had been noted in the years before, 
with an exception of few with a “fleur de lies” design. Some of the stems had the heel 
still attached but almost none had a manufactures stamp. This suggests that the 
Strákatangi pipe assemblage dates from the early to mid 17th century. The oldest clay 
pipes from unit 19, i.e. floor, came from the lower levels of the floor, while the younger 
came from the upper level. 

Metal 
The second largest finds assemblage were finds of iron and again this is in consistence 

with the finds from the 2005 test trench. Of the 127 iron finds, 72 (57%) were 
unidentifiable type, 46 (36%) were nails, 3 (2.4%) rivets with the rove still attached, 1 
(0.8) horseshoe and 1 (0.8) machine part. The horseshoe and machine part are probably 
from the 20th century. One decorated button made of lead was recorded. This button was 
small, 1 x 1 cm and had a flower decorated on it. In a few places remains of copper alloy 
was noted but in all cases these finds were completely corroded, leaving only a green 
stain in the soil, making it impossible to retrieve them. 

Pottery 
During the excavation 30 (10%) pottery fragments were recorded. Of the total number 

of pottery fragments, 17 (57%) were red ware, 8 (27%) stoneware and 5 (16%) white 
ware. The white ware are all of a 20th century type and were all found in the topsoil or  in 
the windblown layers above the cultural layers belonging to the structures. The red ware 
were of the similar type, most of them were glazed and few had a green glazing. The 
stone ware were are all of a Westerwald type, dating to the 17th century, and some 
fragments were decorated (Reference). 

Other finds 
A large amount of slag was recorded and most of it in room c. Slag was only recorded 

as finds if it was a single piece and 7 pieces were recorded. In most cases slag was 
recorded as samples as it was in large quantities and when analyzed could give more 
detailed information about activity on site. Bricks were generally not recorded as finds as 
they belong to certain structures. However, a few bricks were taken as samples with the 
hope that analysis of them will be able to locate where they were manufactured. The 
excavation also revealed 3 pieces of flint which probably are gunflints used in pistols and 
muskets at the time. 

4. Discussion 
The 2007 season was the third consecutive excavation at the Strákatangi site. So far 

two of the total six structures have been excavated and identified. In 2006 a trywork was 
excavated and the 2007 excavation focused on a large structure in the center of the main 
station complex. 
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Picture 12. Decorated lead button. 

Picture 13. Unused tobacco pipe.. 
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